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FORESTRY RESOURCES OF THE BAHAMASFORESTRY RESOURCES OF THE BAHAMAS
based on 1986 Pine Forest Inventory databased on 1986 Pine Forest Inventory data

•• AA) PINE FOREST) PINE FOREST
Abaco Abaco –– 137,974 acres on Crown Lands137,974 acres on Crown Lands
Estimated  Mean Standing  volume = 19393 cu ft  (Estimated  Mean Standing  volume = 19393 cu ft  (‘‘000)000)

-- 10,873 acres on private lands10,873 acres on private lands
Total 148,847 acresTotal 148,847 acres

Andros Andros –– 283,136 acres on Crown Lands283,136 acres on Crown Lands
Estimated Mean Standing Volume Estimated Mean Standing Volume –– 73671 cu ft (73671 cu ft (‘‘000)000)

-- 16,662 acres on private lands16,662 acres on private lands
Total 299,799 acresTotal 299,799 acres



A) PINE FOREST RESOURCES CONTA) PINE FOREST RESOURCES CONT’’DD

•• Grand Bahama Grand Bahama –– 64,753 acres on Crown Lands64,753 acres on Crown Lands
•• Estimated Mean Standing Volume = 13741 cu ft (Estimated Mean Standing Volume = 13741 cu ft (‘‘000)000)

-- 5,164 acres on private lands5,164 acres on private lands
Total Total –– 69,918 acres69,918 acres

New Providence New Providence –– 5,968 acres on Crown Lands5,968 acres on Crown Lands
-- 3,705 acres on private lands3,705 acres on private lands

Total Total –– 9,673 acres9,673 acres



B) COPPICE FORESTSB) COPPICE FORESTS

•• Found in Central and Southern BahamasFound in Central and Southern Bahamas
•• Never inventoried.Never inventoried.
•• Comprising Comprising regrowthregrowth of various hardwood speciesof various hardwood species
•• Notably, Mahogany, Gum elemi, Notably, Mahogany, Gum elemi, RatwoodRatwood, Black Ebony, , Black Ebony, 

BrazilettoBraziletto, Horseflesh, Lignum Vitae., Horseflesh, Lignum Vitae.
•• Not Not inventoredinventored

C) MANGROVE FORESTSC) MANGROVE FORESTS
-- Found predominantly on the lee shores of islandsFound predominantly on the lee shores of islands
-- Estimated mangrove wetlands Estimated mangrove wetlands –– 1,674 mi2 1,674 mi2 
-- N coast of Grand Bahama, W coast of Andros, The marls of N coast of Grand Bahama, W coast of Andros, The marls of 

Abaco, the Bight of Abaco, the Bight of AcklinsAcklins..







THE INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS THE INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR FORESTRYFOR FORESTRY

•• LONG HISTORY OF FOREST EXPLOITATION DATING TO THE 1700SLONG HISTORY OF FOREST EXPLOITATION DATING TO THE 1700S
•• FORESTRY FIRST INSTITUTED IN 1952FORESTRY FIRST INSTITUTED IN 1952
•• POST OF FOREST SUPERVISOR CREATEDPOST OF FOREST SUPERVISOR CREATED
•• FORESTRY PLACED UNDER CONTROL OF CROWN LANDS OFFICEFORESTRY PLACED UNDER CONTROL OF CROWN LANDS OFFICE
•• PRESENTLY RECONSTITUTED AS DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEYSPRESENTLY RECONSTITUTED AS DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEYS
•• FORESTRY UNIT ESTABLISHED IN 1985 HEADED BY SENIOR FOREST OFFICEFORESTRY UNIT ESTABLISHED IN 1985 HEADED BY SENIOR FOREST OFFICER R 

(EXPAT)(EXPAT)
•• TWO BAHAMIAN TRAINEES COMMENCED FORMALIZED OVERSEAS TRAINING TWO BAHAMIAN TRAINEES COMMENCED FORMALIZED OVERSEAS TRAINING 

IN 1986. MAXIMUM OF 12 PERSONS AT HEIGHT OF ACTIVITES IN UNITIN 1986. MAXIMUM OF 12 PERSONS AT HEIGHT OF ACTIVITES IN UNIT
•• BUDGET IN EXCESS OF B$250,000BUDGET IN EXCESS OF B$250,000
•• FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS PREPARED FOR PINE FORESTS ON CROWN FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS PREPARED FOR PINE FORESTS ON CROWN 

LANDS.LANDS.
•• FIRST NATIONAL FOREST INVENTORY FOR PINE FOREST ON CROWN LANDS FIRST NATIONAL FOREST INVENTORY FOR PINE FOREST ON CROWN LANDS 

COMMENCED IN 1986.COMMENCED IN 1986.
•• ONLY ONE BAHAMIAN QUALIFIED FOREST OFFICER PRESENTLYONLY ONE BAHAMIAN QUALIFIED FOREST OFFICER PRESENTLY
•• FORESTRY UNIT CURRENTLY DISFUNCTIONAL (2008)FORESTRY UNIT CURRENTLY DISFUNCTIONAL (2008)





NATIONAL FOREST POLICY AND NATIONAL FOREST POLICY AND 
LEGISLATIONLEGISLATION

•• FIRST FOREST POLICY DOCUMENT DRAFTED IN 1953FIRST FOREST POLICY DOCUMENT DRAFTED IN 1953
•• COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF FOREST POLICY IN 1985, BASED ON 1953 DRACOMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF FOREST POLICY IN 1985, BASED ON 1953 DRAFT FT 

POLICY.POLICY.
•• FOREST LEGISLATION DRAFTED IN 1957 AND 1970 BUT NOT ENACTED.FOREST LEGISLATION DRAFTED IN 1957 AND 1970 BUT NOT ENACTED.
•• LEGISLATION RELATING TO FORESTRY FOUND IN CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LEGISLATION RELATING TO FORESTRY FOUND IN CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF 

THE PENAL CODE (CHAPTER 48, STATUTE LAW OF THE BAHAMAS, 1965)THE PENAL CODE (CHAPTER 48, STATUTE LAW OF THE BAHAMAS, 1965)
•• FORESTRY LEGISLATION REDRAFTED IN 1987 WITH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCEFORESTRY LEGISLATION REDRAFTED IN 1987 WITH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

FROM THE FAO.FROM THE FAO.
•• GOVERNMENT OF BAHAMAS ADOPTED NATIONAL FOREST POLICY IN 1998.GOVERNMENT OF BAHAMAS ADOPTED NATIONAL FOREST POLICY IN 1998.

--
THE NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY PREAMBLE STATES:THE NATIONAL FORESTRY POLICY PREAMBLE STATES:

““THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS 
IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FORESTRY AS A VITAL FACET IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FORESTRY AS A VITAL FACET 
OF LAND USE IS COMMITTED TO THE CONSERVATION, MANAGEMENT OF LAND USE IS COMMITTED TO THE CONSERVATION, MANAGEMENT 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF FORESTS IN THE NATIONAL INTERESTSAND DEVELOPMENT OF FORESTS IN THE NATIONAL INTERESTS””



•• DRAFT 1987 LEGISLATION REVIEWED IN 1996DRAFT 1987 LEGISLATION REVIEWED IN 1996
•• FORESTRY BILL NOT ENACTED BY BAHAMIAN PARLIAMENTFORESTRY BILL NOT ENACTED BY BAHAMIAN PARLIAMENT
•• IN SPPECH FROM THE THRONE IN 2007, GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED IN SPPECH FROM THE THRONE IN 2007, GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 

ITS INTENTIONS AT ENACTING COMPREHENSIVE LEGISLATION FOR ITS INTENTIONS AT ENACTING COMPREHENSIVE LEGISLATION FOR 
ALL TYPES OF FORESTSALL TYPES OF FORESTS



OTHER INITIATIVES IMPACTING THE OTHER INITIATIVES IMPACTING THE 
FORESTRY SECTOR IN BAHAMASFORESTRY SECTOR IN BAHAMAS

•• PARADIGM SHIFT AWAY FROM FOREST EXPLOITATION TO PARADIGM SHIFT AWAY FROM FOREST EXPLOITATION TO 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENHANCEMEMNTENHANCEMEMNT

•• BAHAMAS ADOPTING AND RATIFIYING NUMEROUS BAHAMAS ADOPTING AND RATIFIYING NUMEROUS 
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONVENTIONS, INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONVENTIONS, 
INCLUDING: RAMZAR, UNFCCC,  CBD, UNCCDINCLUDING: RAMZAR, UNFCCC,  CBD, UNCCD

•• ENACTMENT OF THE CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF ENACTMENT OF THE CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF 
THE PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE ACT THE PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE ACT 

•• ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BEST COMMISSION UNDER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BEST COMMISSION UNDER THE 
OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER.OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER.

•• CREATION/REATIVATION OF NUMEROUS NGOS, INCLUDING CREATION/REATIVATION OF NUMEROUS NGOS, INCLUDING 
BNT, TNC, ANCAT, FRIENDS OF THE ENVIRONMENT, REEARTH, BNT, TNC, ANCAT, FRIENDS OF THE ENVIRONMENT, REEARTH, 
ETC.ETC.



THE WAY FORWARDTHE WAY FORWARD

•• NEED TO REVIEW EXISTING NATIONAL FOREST POLICY TO NEED TO REVIEW EXISTING NATIONAL FOREST POLICY TO 
IDENTIFY GAPS AND WEAKNESSESIDENTIFY GAPS AND WEAKNESSES

•• ENACT COMPREHENSIVE FORESTRY LEGISLATIONENACT COMPREHENSIVE FORESTRY LEGISLATION
•• SET UP AN APPROPRIATE INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT FOR SET UP AN APPROPRIATE INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT FOR 

FORESTRY TO OVERSEE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY FORESTRY TO OVERSEE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY 
PROVISIONS AS MANDATED BY LEGISLATIONPROVISIONS AS MANDATED BY LEGISLATION

•• REVIEW EXISTING MANAGEMENT PLANS TO INCLUDE AREAS REVIEW EXISTING MANAGEMENT PLANS TO INCLUDE AREAS 
OF HARDWOOD AND MANGROVES ON CROWN LANDSOF HARDWOOD AND MANGROVES ON CROWN LANDS

•• IMPLEMENT COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION AND AWARENESS IMPLEMENT COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION AND AWARENESS 
PROGRAMMES ON ALL ASPECTS OF FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES ON ALL ASPECTS OF FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT 
AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NGOSAND RESOURCE CONSERVATION IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NGOS

•• SEEK PARTNERSHIPS, COSEEK PARTNERSHIPS, CO--OPERATION AND COLLABORATION OPERATION AND COLLABORATION 
WITH INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES PERTAINING TO GLOBAL WITH INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES PERTAINING TO GLOBAL 
FORESTRY INIITATIVES THAT IMPACT THE BAHAMASFORESTRY INIITATIVES THAT IMPACT THE BAHAMAS

•• RECRUITMENT OF LOCALS FOR TRAINING IN FOREST RECRUITMENT OF LOCALS FOR TRAINING IN FOREST 
MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION.MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION.




